Technical Committee Meeting - Animal Bioacoustics

ASA Fall 2025 Meeting - Honolulu (Joint with the Acoustical Society of Japan)
2nd December 2025

Chair: Xavier Muoy
Minutes: Lucinda Chambers

Check in on Hawaii meeting

AB rooms are very small (pinnipeds was very crowded)

Coffee break in afternoon

Multiple AB sessions running concurrently (frustrating but unavoidable)

Potentially not having as many special sessions, propose limits (2-3 per conference) to
avoid overlap

Standing sessions - in previous years there was a decline in AB attendance, standing
sessions was proposed as solution, maybe unnecessary now in conjunction with special
sessions

Concern is that there is limited representation from terrestrial AB, if standing sessions
are eliminated this may exacerbate this

How do we attract more terrestrial bioacousticians?

Technical Initiatives

2 technical initiatives funded in 2025

Recap of aquatic noise meeting (very successful use of funding). Lots of discussion at
meeting about continuation of aquatic noise meeting, very well attended.

Recap of IBAC meeting (funding used to help students, great use of funding). Great
poster sessions, broad range of acoustics topics, good student representation.

Review proposals for 2026:

Technical council votes on friday

SeaBASS (Jen Miksis-Olds) money is used for student travel. Important for students and
ECRs.

ICN Vancouver (Cindy) aim is to make it more accessible to students, held at university
of british columbia vancouver, travel grants & mentoring, professional development
CORE network (Mikayla) mentors high school students from alaska at scripps, aim to
transition this program into including a presentation at ASA

SMMILE (Brijonnay) program for local Hawaiian high school students for an immersive
program in marine mammal science (10-day overnight program), funds for food &
transport, flexible with budget

African Bioacoustics Community conference Kenya 2026, funding will be used for
sponsoring registration of 20+ African students

Animal Bioacoustics special session at the Argentine Conference on Acoustics (AdAA) -
build national community. Travel & registration assistance.

$75,000 split across all TCs



e Discussion about what to fund (voting on Friday, final decision made by technical
council)

e $2500 cap being re-evaluated by ASA ($2500 typically accepted, higher amounts needs
to be evaluated by the Technical Council)

e Historically all proposals accepted - budgets may be more constrained therefore ranking
is necessary
SMMILE proposal will be amended to $2500 to be aligned with other proposals
All proposals will be amended to $2500 (increase to Kenya proposal)

New ASA Funding available for ‘Bigger Ideas”

One off events

Not much detail at this point

Formal web form

May or may not be funnelled through TC chairs

Will it need to align with strategic initiatives (no framework as of yet)
Will be discussed at champions meeting

Gisela Giardino TPO for Philly meeting

Congratulations to last meeting student paper awards
44 entries for this meeting please vote

JASA Special Issues in AB

2 possible topics - marine bioacoustics tools for blue economy (Lauren Freeman) &
management of underwater noise (Kathy Vigness Raposa)

Lauren looking for guest editors for blue economy issue - how can we use marine bioacoustics
tools to monitor, inform, shape and keep sustainable this sector? Email
lauren.a.freeman3@us.navy.mil

Future ASA meetings

Philadelphia

ECR Travel support awards (members of ASA <10yr from last degree)

How to market yourself

ASA Committee Fair

ASA Committee Forum

Special sessions

Effect of hearing loss and abnormal acoustic experience on Cognitive and Affect
Learning and coordination of vocal signalling

Baltimore

3 day meeting

6 timeslots for each TC (4 hour slots)

Posters highly encouraged

ASA is open to new ideas to change meeting formats



New ideas:
Introducing speed talks (4-5 minutes)
Potentially couple the speed talk with a poster
Casual meet & greet style poster session so that people can follow up on talks of interest for
more information
Poster session during social events
Going very late at night is challenging, conference days are already long
Sessions will not run until midnight - that is a room rental requirement
Perhaps speed talks could run into the evening
TC meeting would run in one of those slots - TC meeting online beforehand/after
Volunteer to chair the speed talks - Kathy
Tutorial/workshop session (Baltimore may not be the best time as sessions are limited) -
focussed session with a handful of speakers with a teaching/training direction instead of
research
Voted no go
Special sessions:

1. From detections to ecological insights: quantitative methods (representative from

WildLabs)

2. Signal categorisation

3. Tutorial session on acoustic recorders & analysis
Gap identification session - future focussed session identifying research directions
Special session for ‘general topics in animal bioacoustics’ being explicit with broad umbrella to
attract people whose research may not fit under each of the special sessions

Brussels Spring 2027
Cohosted by European Acoustical Association (EAA)
Special sessions
1. Open source software and data in acoustics (Wu Jung Lee, Xavier Muoy, Shannon
Rankin)
2. Soil acoustics (Carlos Abrahams)
Substrate acoustics to broaden
Dovetail into benthic acoustics

ASA School 2026 (9-10 May 2026)
BOAT tutorials

Animal Bioacoustics website updated (thank you Selene)
Ocean acoustics & technology discourse forum
A forum that also functions like a mailing list

Sonic Connexions - looking for volunteers to help organise

ASA Mentorship Program



Medals & Awards Committee

Call for nominations (including self-nominations) for awards

Gold Medal

R Bruce Lindsay Award

Helmoholtz Rayleigh Interdisciplinary Silver Medal (has to overlap 2 or more TCs)

AB Wood medal of the institute of acoustics (next eligibility in 2027 but please start nominations
soon)

Silver Medal in Animal Bioacoustics (ineligible until 2028, eligibility based on numbers so please
encourage TC membership)

JASA Patent Reviewers Needed
Please contact sfulop

News from the Public Relations Committee
Call for more volunteers to be involved as a media liaison

Other Discussion Items

Standards Committee Update

How to represent passive acoustic metadata - about to pass

Measuring noise in outdoor & urban environments - renewed and coming up again soon, call for
volunteers to make sure science is up to date

Acoustics conference Tokyo May?



