TCAB - New Orleans — Spring 2025

Slide: Things you like/don’t like about the conference so far

- More coffee breaks
- Better room selections/audio set-up

Slide 8

- Today’s goal: finalize special sessions for Philly

- Marine mammal/fish acoustics really took over in 2001, now the insect/bird people
have their own conferences, might need to “evangelize” to spread the word about
ASA TCAB to these groups to make TCAB more “taxonomically diverse”
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- Talia Speaker: a lot of the world leading conservation organizations have come
together to form the WILDLABS network
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- Aglobalinitiative and global community that aim to make conservation
technologies more successful and useful
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- Not limited to acoustics but also includes camera traps, etc.

Slide: WILDLABS + Bioacoustics

- VanesaReyes is based at WCS and is the bioacoustics lead for WILDLABS
- Bioacoustics priorities range from hardware challenges/next-gen recorders to
scaled applications and decision-making frameworks

Slide: WILDLABS + How to Engage

- Community groups or discussion forums are a good place to connect with
collaborators and start discussions; you can help to lead thematic groups on
WILDLABS



- Thelnventory is like a living wiki of conservation technology and innovations; if you
are using bioacoustics, you can use this to document how you are using
bioacoustics and your specific settings

Slide: Living Data 2025

- Consider attending and submitting an abstract!

Member Discussion: WILDLABS

- Encouraged Talia to do a special session in Philadelphia
o Taliaisinterested!
- Isthere ajob description /application for the group leader description? Could be
beneficial for graduate students
Not a paid job but rather a volunteer network; pretty informal
Role would require a couple hours a month
WILDLABS typically builds cohorts in June/July
No country restrictions for applicants
No exact application deadline, but WILDLABS wants to gauge general

o O O O

interest within the next month

o EmailTalia directly or community@wildlabs.net --> communicate that you
are interested in the role, no further action is needed for now

o Website if you are interested in learning more:
https://wildlabs.net/article/become-wildlabs-group-leader

o From Talia in the chat:

= “We will have an application form open in June/July but for now just

reaching out to community@wildlabs.net would be great. | can also
share the application form with Xavier to send around when it is
open”

Slide: JASA (Report from Jim Lynch — Editor-in-Chief)

- Special Issues historically have significantly spurred the number of animal

bioacoustics publication in JASA, so we should consider doing more of these!

Slide: The value to TCAB

- Itwould be good to target bringing in more insect acoustics researchers (as well as
other taxonomic groups) to make the community more dynamic

- Right now, TCAB is primarily composed of marine mammal/fish acoustics
researchers and some bats
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Member Discussion: What topics should we prioritize for future JASA
Special Issues?

Citizen Science in Acoustics could be jointly led with Education
Physical Acoustics could be fairly broad
A member who has researched insects in the past offered to reach out to the
Entomological Society as well as a society that evaluates how bats track certain
insects
Marine Bioacoustics for the Blue Economy Issue
o A member suggestion: Can we broaden it out to “Acoustic Tools for the Blue
Economy”? There are several potential acoustic tools. For instance,
echosounders used to track fish are highly useful tools for a blue economy.
That would also open up this session to another big crowd from which to
gather solicitations.
= Lauren Freeman supports the change in name to “Acoustic Tools for
the Blue Economy.”
Acoustic Standards
o What’s the calibration for a Hydromoth? Audiomoth?
o People use these tools/recorders, but they don’t always know exactly what
they are measuring or the standards for these measurements.
o Insix months, the standard will likely be updated
o This session could be used to educate people on standards, and we could
recruit potentially new attendees who aren’t biologists
Avote in support of Managing Underwater Noise Pollution work
o AKathleen Vigness-Raposa chimed up about this in the room saying that she
would be interested in collaborating with Jakob Toogart on this
Member Question: Do you know what JASA does to provide support for technical
review?
o Someone in the audience recently led a special issue and is informed on the
process.
= You need to have someone who is an Associate Editor who becomes
the Guest Liaison Editor, and then you have other guest editors
= The Guest Liaison Editor sends it out to 6-10 guest editors for that
special issue, and then they get reviewers
= When someone submits an abstract, the submitting author indicates
on the portal that they’re submitting it to your special issue
= This process is not really any different from a standard paper review;
it’s just an extra designation



= You can pick the date you want submissions by

Member Discussion: Recommendations for AB Special Sessions in Philly

Talia for WILDLABS
o Forstudentsinthe room: WILDLABS has a good Slack channel
o Would be great to work with Talia to see if she’s interested in doing
something about Living Data
o Ifwe move forward with a WILDLABS-focused session, we should give it a
different name other than WILDLABS: “Bioacoustics for Conservation”
- Asessionon Al/Machine Learning/Big Data/Processing Large Data Sets
o John Allen volunteered for running Computational Bioacoustics (not sure
who)
o Marissareached outto Irina Tolkova at Cornell to encourage her to consider
co-chairing
- Eduardo Mercado: recommended a session on “Learning and Communication in
Acoustic Signaling”
o Contributors could include bird researchers from UPenn and the
Northeast/NYC
o The session will be cross-species
- LéaBouffaut: Another potential Distributed Acoustic Sensing (DAS) session
o Already spoke to signal processing folks, interested in having another
session in a year from now since it’s a fast moving field
o Ajoint session might be a good idea

Member Discussion: ASA Future Meetings

- Fall2026 Meeting

o Will not be avirtual meeting --> it was very clear that the membership
doesn’t like virtual meetings

o Forthe New Orleans meeting, there was an expectation of 1600 people
attending, but attendance likely won’t reach 1300

= Current pressures might make future meetings smaller than they
have been in the past

o Alocation has yet to be finalized for the Fall 2026 meeting, but the plan is to
get contracts finalized within the next month or two
The Spring 2027 meeting will be in Brussels
Up in the air: will international conferences occur on a cadence of every 4
years or every six years?



o Acallto members: if you prefer to move to a cadence of one meeting per
year (rather than two), communicate this opinion to Xavier
o Registration for each meeting is pushing $800 now, which could drive down
attendance
o There were surveys after the Ottawa and virtual meetings asking if people
would attend future ASA meetings based on their experience at the meeting
they attended
= People indicated they wouldn't attend future ASA meetings if they
were virtual
o After Ottawa meeting, 1% said they wouldn’t attend an ASA
meeting again
e Aftervirtual meeting, 18% said they wouldn’t attend an ASA
meeting again
= Forthe near future, there will likely not be any more virtual meetings
= The existing policy is that ASA is not the entity that provides the
equipment to support virtual meetings
e Trying to manage virtual meetings is a real challenge without
adequate tech support
= The executive council will be having conversations about the real
possibility of dwindling attendance for future meetings
e A number of colleagues who work for the federal government
learned only in the last couple months that they could not
attend the New Orleans meeting
e Some international colleagues also decided not to attend
e There will be ongoing conversations about how to mitigate for
declining attendance (and by extension, meeting cadence),
which will likely be influenced by how the outside world
perceives us and ongoing US tensions
e Inthe short-term, we will not be changing to a cadence of one
meeting a year, but it will be an ongoing conversation
= Member question: is it more or less expensive to cohost a meeting
with another international society?
e Forinstance, WESTPAC and India have been wanting to
collaborate to host an ASA meeting for a while
o This possibility was tabled because we are currently 20
years out for an international meeting
e The Honolulu meeting is being jointly hosted with ASJ



o However, this comes with the added complication of
MOUs and agreements, which take quite a bit of time

o Alsorequires addressing the capacity of each
organization (i.e., staffing, resources)

Proposed AB Special Sessions, Fall 2026:

- Atthevirtual meeting, there was a session on open source tools
o We should have a follow-up Open Source Tools session
= Could make itcross-TC
= Noise would work well for this
= Ultrasonic tool?

TCAB Online Presence

- Recent additions to the website
o Resources tab - fixing broken links and adding new ones
o News feed on front page
= Can feature AB articles published in JASA
= Job postings
= Don’t have a super structured way for what we are putting up there,
but can email Selene at any time to post what you’d like
o Posted Curtin University lab tour (YouTube upload)
= Lab tours were recorded for the ASA Virtual Meeting
= [fyou are one of those people who gave a Lab tour, send those to
Selene
e Good tool to share with students
o Currently open to any feedback or member suggestions

Sonic Connexions

- First meeting had no official theme

- Second meeting had a host that gave a 15-minute research talk, identified 3
research themes, and then attendees could pick a theme to discuss in designated
breakout rooms

- Afew people in the meeting had attended a Sonic Connexion!



Ocean Acoustics & Technology Discourse (Wu-Jung Lee)

- For acoustic oceanography, there really hasn’t been a lot of forum options, whereas
animal bioacoustics has some good ones --> inspiration for this discourse
- Interested folks can sign up for a monthly feed
- The goalis not to take people away from active animal bioacoustics forums!
o If people start asking AB questions, they will be directed to those forums

Know Your Society: Steering Committee + College of Fellows

- The mission of the Steering Committee is quite broad
o Structurally, consists of a chair and as many as 12 fellows, representing as
many of the TCs as possible, Student Councilrep, etc.
- What does it “take” to be an ASA Fellow?
o Officially, any ASA member who has “rendered conspicuous service” is
eligible for election to the Fellows rank
= The primary factors that are generally taken into consideration by the
membership committee are (1) number of publications in JASA, (2)
participation in JASA activities, (3) teaching (i.e., dissemination of
bioacoustics), and (4) active involvement in standards
= How some fellows think about it: “The nominee is the go-to personin
that field” or the “top 10% of their peer group”
- The Committee leads hands-on, wide-ranging activities at meetings or in local
classrooms
o Theaimisto introduce students to acoustics to promote careers in acoustic
frameworks
= Once sponsored a luncheon, which was closed down due to cost
overruns
= Twoinitiatives on the table
e Working with outreach/education to establish a popular youth-
oriented science program
o Produce acoustics-oriented programs for elementary
students
e Sponsoring a biannual lecture or recurring special session
dedicated to acoustics and human rights

Student Council Updates
- SMFFL program



o Notenough members to be guides for applicants --> heed more support
there; encourage Student Council to recruit more guides!



