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AB TC Open Meeting Agenda

• Current Meeting: 2018 Victoria

• Christopher Struck, ASA Standards Director

• AB TC Paper Awards

• Future meetings & AB sponsored special sessions

• ASA Initiatives

• Other Meetings

• Other Business



Big Thanks to Christine Erbe!

•AB TC Chair, 2015-2018 



Victoria 2018

• Four AB special sessions
1. Fish and Marine Invertebrate Bioacoustics, Mon AM/PM 

2. Anything You Can Do I Can Do Better: Bat Versus Dolphin Biosonar (AB and SP), 
Tue PM

3. Passive Acoustic Density Estimation: Recent Advances and Outcomes for 
Terrestrial and Marine Species(AB, AO and SP) – Wed AM/PM

4. Combining Passive and Active Acoustics for Ecological Investigations (AB and SP) 
– Thu PM

• General feedback so far



Victoria 2018

• General feedback so far

• Need afternoon coffee

• Room barriers and orientation (e.g. Shaughnessy room

• Like the hotel

• Overlap with other TC (AO, UW) at least get rooms closer



ASACOS Presentation

• Christopher Struck, ASA Standards Director

• Dorian Houser, AB TC Representative for ASACOS & S3/S1 
Animal Bioacoustics Standards



Public Relations - Media Contact

• Laura Kloepper
• ASA needs volunteers for each TC to be liaison for media inquiries 

requiring acoustics expertise

• Quick turn around is required to address typical media timeline

• Please contact Marla or Laura if you are interested!



AB Technical Program Organizer

•Victoria 2018 – David Mann, thank you!

•Louisville 2018 – Laura Kloepper, thank you!



AB TC Paper Awards

• Minneapolis 2018

• Jay Johnson, 1st Prize for “Ultrasonic 

transmission behavior in Posidonia oceanica rhizomes” 
and

•Xavier Mouy, 2nd Prize for “Analysis of haddock 

(Melanogrammus aeglefinus) sounds recorded in the 
Northwest Atlantic”.

• Thank you to Judges of Past and Present! 

• Criteria
1. Organization

2. Scientific content

3. Delivery

4. Ability to answer questions



27 AB TC Best Paper Entries
Abs # Presenter Title
1aAB4 Andria Kay Salas Assessing ontogenetic change in acoustic pressure sensitivity in larval fishes through modelling

1aAB6 Ian Thomas Jones Assessing impacts of offshore pile driving noise on the antipredator defense and shoaling behaviors of squid (Doryteuthis pealeii)

1pAB4 Camille Pagniello Searching for the FishOASIS: Using passive acoustics and optical imaging to identify a chorusing species of fish

1pAB8 Shashidhar Siddagangaiah Complexity-Entropy based approach for detection of fish choruses

1pAB10 Youenn Jézéquel Buzzing sounds used as a mean of intra-specific interaction during agonistic encounters in male European lobsters (Homarus gammarus)?
1pAB12 Kelsie Murchy Acoustic recordings of Pacific salmon (Oncorhynchus spp.) from a hatchery on Vancouver Island

2aAB11 Huaizhen Cai
Effects of numbers of repetitions, repetition rate, frequency separation, and frequency range on auditory streaming in budgerigars (Melopsittacus 
undulatus)

2pAB8 Kathryn McGowan Welcome home: Brazilian free-tailed bats adjust their echolocation calls to detect cave opening
2pAB10 Rolf Müller What Bats May Do Better: Emission Beampattern Complexity

3aAB5 Markus Milchram Estimating population densities of temperate, insectivorous bats based on automatically recorded calls

3aAB7 Capri D Beck Song variability and change in the Australian pygmy blue whale song - implications for passive acoustic abundance estimation

3aAB8 Lucas Lefèvre Learning deep features of spectrogram to estimate acoustic density of a fish species inhabitating Posidonia oceanica seagrasses

3pAB2 Selene Fregosi Detection probability of Cuvier’s beaked whale clicks from a glider and a deep-water float
4aAB5 Lis Bittencourt Monitoring noise levels and delphinid presence through autonomous acoustic in Rio de Janeiro coastal area

4pAB4 Edward Richards Vertical line array tilt revealed through snapping shrimp noise

4pAB7 Xavier Mouy Acoustic estimation of the biodiversity of fish and invertebrates
5aAB3 Katrina Nikolich Vocalizations of common minke whales (Balaenoptera acutorostrata) in an eastern North Pacific feeding ground

5aAB5 Catherine Barone What the African naked mole-rat can tell us about mammalian hearing and acoustic communication
5aAB6 Christina Elyse Perazio Do singing humpback whales (Megaptera novaengliae) favor specific frequency bands?

5aAB10 Sarah Walkley Vocalizations of North American river otters (Lontra canadensis) in two human care populations

5aAB11 Rianna Burnham Temporal separation in call types found for large baleen whale species in offshore waters of the Canadian Pacific

5aAB12 Brijonnay C. Madrigal Characterizing the acoustic behavior of free-ranging Risso’s dolphins (Grampus griseus) in Monterey Bay, California

5pAB1 Rebecca Wellard Antarctic Type C Killer Whale (Orcinus orca) Call Repertoire from McMurdo Sound, Ross Sea

5pAB2 Mariana Barbosa Characteristics of Guiana dolphins (Sotalia guianensis) burst-pulse sounds emitted during different surface activity rates in Rio de Janeiro’s coast

5pAB4 Fannie Welcome Shabangu Description of seasonal acoustic occurrences of humpback and minke whales in South Africa and Antarctica

5pAB5 Audra Ames Development of beluga calf calls (Delphinapterus leucas) in the first six months of life

5pAB8 Mikala Epp Investigation of the context of humpback whale non-song calls in the North Atlantic



Future ASA Meetings

• 177th Meeting, Louisville, Kentucky, 13-17 May 2019
• Abstract deadline 17 Dec 2018

• 178th Meeting, San Diego, California, 2-6 Dec 2019

• 179th Meeting, Chicago, Illinois, 11-15 May 2020

• 180th Meeting, Cancun, Mexico, 9-13 November 2020



Future AB Special Sessions

Louisville, KY, May 2019
1. Bioinspiration & biomimetics in acoustics (joint with SP)
2. Understanding animal song (SP, AO, SC, UW)

San Diego, CA, Dec 2019, Hotel del Coronado
1. Standards in Animal Bioacoustics (ASACOS)
2. Applications in machine learning to bioacoustics (SP)
3. Urban noise influence on animal bioacoustics signals
4. Low frequency sound production and passive acoustic monitoring 

(AO)

• Other TC’s (joint with AB)
• AO- Bioacoustics and AO: 20 years later (AB)
• UW- Special session on CTBTO related research (AB, AO)

SD Special Session Form: Final  forms due on Friday!

Chicago, IL - Tentative Sessions Form due on Friday



ASA Technical Initiatives Policy

• Best paper awards ($1K/TC/yr)

• Speaker travel funds ($3k/TC/yr)

• Discretionary

• Support of non-ASA meetings

• Outreach publications (e.g. classroom materials)

• Tutorial lectures, demos, distinguished lecturers

• Student challenges



ASA Technical Initiatives
www.acousticalsociety.org/guidelines-for-asa-support-of-non-asa-

meetings/

2018
• Neuroethology, Brisbane: $2,500
• Animal Sonar Workshop, Brisbane: $2,500
• SeaBass: $2,500
• 2nd Oceanoise Asia: $2,500 
• Effects of Noise on Aquatic Life: $7500
• DCLDE Workshop: $2500
• First African Bioacoustics Conference: $3000

Requests for 2019
• NE Regional Environmental Acoustics Symposium
• Summer Short Course SUNY



Other conferences, meetings, 
workshops of AB interest

• The First African Bioacoustics Conference, 3rd - 7th 
December 2018, University of Capetown

• Aquatic Noise Conference, July 2019, The Haag, 
Netherlands

• 2nd World Marine Mammal Conference, Dec 2019, 
Barcelona, Spain

• Ocean Noise 2019, Spain near Barcelona

• 6th Bioacoustics Conference in UK, Spring 2019



AB TC Representatives

• Thank you, Micheal Dent for representing AB TC on the 
Membership Committee

• Thank you, John Hildebrand for representing AB TC on the 
Medals & Award Committee

• Thank you, Shane Guan, for representing AB TC on the 
Tutorials Committee, 1st AB TC Short Course offered in 
Victoria!



ASA Student Council

• Website:    www.asastudents.org

• Thank you and congratulations, Kali Burke, for 
being elected and representing AB TC on the 
Student Council
• kaliburk@buffalo.edu

• Student Reception on Wed 6-8 PM, Shaughnessy

• Visit exploresound.org and add your programs!

• Mentor award, every 3 years

mailto:kaliburk@buffalo.edu


Animal Bioacoustics Website
www.tcabasa.org

• Website Content
• About Animal Bioacoustics

• About AB TC

• AB TC Members

• AB TC Special Sessions

• AB TC Meeting Minutes

• Other Links

• Website handler, Wu-Jung Lee, leewujung@gmail.com, 
thank you!

mailto:leewujung@gmail.com


ASA Business

• ASA Surveys
• Demographic survey– sent 29 Oct 2018, please respond! Need more participation
• Government interaction with Society coming soon

• Folks in Industry, are there challenges in getting support for ASA 
participation?
• How do we support outreach in Industry within the Society?

• Remote presentations?  Thoughts?
• Pre-recorded presentations
• Live-streamed presentations
• Volume issue? In person interaction, Webinar another option, Military
• No photography policy, make it obvious in your presentation? signage or actually 

police it
• Copyrights, licenses, issues, etc

• Acoustics Programs relevant to AB to promote on exploresound.org



As part of a cross-taxa BioAcoustics workshop this summer, the 
participants identified a need to create a BioAcoustics-specific website for 
Q & A

We submitted a proposed BioAcoustics site at Stack 
Exchange (via their Area 51 site staging zone). 

WE NEED HELP TO MOVE 
THIS PROPOSAL ALONG!!!

Why will the be valuable to the BioAcoustics Community?
- Experienced? When you are approached with the same question for the gadzillionth

time, you can direct newbies to this site– at most, you will only need to answer this 
question one more time!

- Newbie? This will be a great place to find answers to all your questions!
- Bonus! It will be one more way to bring researchers from different taxa together!



WHAT DO WE NEED TO MAKE THIS SUCCESSFUL??

(1) JOIN (‘commit’) to the proposal: 
https://area51.stackexchange.com/proposals/119914/bioacoustics

(1) JOIN other Stack Exchange/Stack Overflow sites to earn a reputation
• We need at least 100 people with reputations > 200pts on A DIFFERENT site!
• Email shannon.rankin@noaa.gov for help!

(2) GET OTHERS TO JOIN
• Know someone who is an active user of Stack Overflow? Ask them to commit to our 

proposal– their reputation from other sites will help us reach our commitment!

Email Shannon Rankin for more info or help:   shannon.rankin@noaa.gov

https://area51.stackexchange.com/proposals/119914/bioacoustics
mailto:shannon.rankin@noaa.gov


Other Items?



Thank you and good night!


